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Latest.Hurricane Sandy: Thousands of transit workers
without pay By Thomas Peacock 6 September 2013 Millions
of people are traveling in New York City or New Jersey, but
the transit workers who are on the job—bus drivers, subway
workers, and train operators—are not. With the assistance of
the police, the transit workers have been forced to stay home
and endure a historic blackout. Following Governor Chris
Christie’s declaration of a state of emergency in the New
Jersey, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo has announced
the state is coordinating with New Jersey and New York City,
as well as other states, to provide mutual aid. Citing the
nature of transit work, Cuomo noted that transit workers
“are essential to the safety and movement of thousands of
commuters every day.” However, the governor stopped short
of asking the workers to perform their essential function.
Cuomo’s statement came as the transit workers remained out
of work, and at least six transit unions received letters
informing them they were not owed any money for the
workday the storm interrupted. Despite the federal Davis-
Bacon Act, passed in 1931, under which transit workers are
promised higher wages than in other industries, New York
City transit workers must work under temporary “hourly
rate” contracts that pay them far below the prevailing
industry wage. In order to prevent workers from striking for
higher wages, the transit unions have been forced to agree to
long work-to-rule contracts. In addition, the transit workers
are forced to do so much work while barely earning minimum



wage. Transit workers in New York City put in up to 687
hours per month under the current “end of service”
agreements, covering the entire city. Transit workers are
specifically excluded from the Davis-Bacon Act. By law, only
industries receiving funding from the federal government or
their state governments are entitled to the higher wages. As
Wall Street and other financial centers like New York City
have been exempted from Davis-Bacon, the city’s transit
workers have been the only significant group of working
people denied these wages
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